3rd  Six Weeks Lesson Overview
5th Grade:   In this lesson, students will focus on three landforms, how they are formed, and where they are located in Texas. In previous grades, students have studied weathering, erosion, deposition, as well as the formation of other specific landforms. Students will model the formation of a sand dune, canyon, and delta. In this lesson, students will focus on how fossils are evidence of past life rather than creating models of fossils. Students will research for the evidence for fossils and build the diorama as a model of the animal, plants, and environment of the same time period.  Students will identify and compare the physical characteristics of the Sun, Earth, and Moon. Models of craters on the Moon and layers of the Sun and will be constructed.   Students will investigate the day and night cycle and why the Sun appears to move across the sky. To people on Earth, the turning of the planet makes it seem as though the Sun, Moon, planets, and stars are orbiting the earth once a day.
6th Grade:  This unit bundles SEs that address appropriate use and conservation of resources, advantages and disadvantages of using differing energy resources, and, finally, management of those resources. In Grade 5, students identified alternative energy resources, such as wind, solar, hydroelectric, geothermal, and biofuels. During this unit, students will research and debate the advantages and disadvantages of using specified resources. In this lesson students will explore potential and kinetic energy using a simple system. Students will identify the transformations of energy that occur within the systems. This lesson focuses on the movement of thermal energy through heat processes such as convection, conduction, and radiation. Students will conduct several investigations in order to gain an understanding that thermal energy moves in a predictable pattern from warmer to cooler until all the substances attain the same temperature.
7th Grade:  During this lesson, students will analyze the characteristics of the objects in our solar system that allow life to exist.   Students will research modifications needed for space travel. Students will become space travel experts working together as a final design team that will compile research, build, describe, and present information about the types of accommodations needed for space travel.



